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The article proposes archival thinking as an analytical framework for studying
Facebook. Following recent debates on data colonialism, it argues that Facebook
dialectically assumes a role of a new archon of public records, while being
unarchivable by design. It then puts forward counter-archiving ? a practice
developed to resist the epistemic hegemony of colonial archives ? as a method
that allows the critical study of the social media platform, after it had shut down
researcher?s access to public data through its application programming interface.
After defining and justifying counter-archiving as a method for studying datafied
platforms, two counter-archives are presented as proof of concept. The article
concludes by discussing the shifting boundaries between the archivist, the activist
and the scholar, as the imperative of research methods after datafication.
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